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of savages as doing without clothes,, forks, beds, and other
things which we regard as necessities, but this is a misuse
of terms. They are without these things, whereas we have
learnt to do with them. The most civilized people are those
who regard as necessities the largest number of luxuries.
Nobody can regard as a necessity anything, apart from mere
animal requirements, which he has not possessed himself or
seen in the possession of his neighbours. It is as absurd to
suppose that early man invented pottery because he felt its
need as it would be to suppose that modern man invented
the telephone because he felt its need.
The telephone, like many other luxuries, has become a
necessity, an integral part of civilization. And what is
civilization? It may be defined as literate culture. The gulf
that divides a literate from an illiterate society is a wide
one. Its width is seldom realized, since between literate
and illiterate individuals there need be no gulf at all. Many
illiterates are people of high intelligence, and the ploughman
or bricklayer who can read just enough to gather the foot-
ball results from a newspaper may be in no way superior
to one who cannot read at all. But a civilized society, in
so far as it is civilized, does not consist of ploughmen and
bricklayers, any more than it consists of foxhunters or
politicians. All these occupations may exist in illiterate,
that is uncivilized, societies. The persons who follow these
occupations may be civilized, but that is another matter.
A society is civilized only if it contains scholars and scientists.
The scholar consolidates and clarifies the knowledge which
has already been acquired, and hands it on to the scientist,
who, thus provided, proceeds to experiment, and thus to
the increase of knowledge. Without the torch of learning,
the scientist is reduced to groping in the dark, and without
the scientist to use and test the results of his learning, the
scholar sinks into a barren pedantry. Thus scholarship and
science, in the widest sense of these terms, are the warp and

